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April Study Guide

This study paper is designed to pivot from the "wishful thinking" of the world to the "rock-
solid certainty" of the Resurrection.

Biblical study of Hope.

Introduction

In our everyday conversations, we often use the word "hope" as a synonym for "l really want
this to happen, but | have no guarantee it will." We hope the weather stays clear for the
picnic; we hope our favorite team wins the game; we hope the economy improves. This
brand of hope is fragile because it is rooted in variables we cannot control. It is essentially a
polite way of expressing an uncertain wish. When life gets heavy—when we face illness,
loss, or global instability—this kind of "wishful thinking" collapses because it has no
foundation to stand on.

Biblical hope, however, is a different animal entirely. In the original language of the New
Testament, hope (Elpis) means a "favorable and confident expectation." It isn’t a finger-
crossed desire; itis a "living hope" rooted in a historical event: the Resurrection of Jesus
Christ. Because the tomb is empty, our hope is not a feeling we have to drum up; itis a fact
we anchor ourselves to. The Theology of Hope teaches us that the future is not a giant
question mark, but a period at the end of a sentence already written by God.

This study examines how a particular future radically alters our perspective on a difficult
present. If you knew for an absolute fact that you would win a million dollars next Friday,
your current empty bank account wouldn't cause you to panic today—it would just be a
temporary inconvenience. Similarly, when we grasp the "inheritance that can never perish"
described in 1 Peter, our current trials lose their power to break us. Over the next seven
sections, we will explore why our hope is "living," how it survives the fire of trials, and how
to live today with the confidence of tomorrow.



Section 1: The Anatomy of a “"Living"” Hope

Core Scripture:
1 Peter 1:3 — "In his great mercy, he has given us new birth into a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”

The Concept:

Why is it called a "living" hope? Because the person itis built onis alive. A"dead" hope is
one based on a person who failed or a promise that expired. Because Jesus conquered the
one thing no human can beat (death), the hope He offers is immune to expiration.

Everyday Application:

Think of a life insurance policy versus a living inheritance. One only matters after everything
is over; the other changes your status while you are still here. Living hope is an active power
that breathes life into your current situation.

Food for Thought:
Is your hope "dead" (based on things that will eventually pass away) or "living" (based on
the resurrected Christ)?

Section 2: The Inheritance That Can’t Be Cancelled

Core Scripture:
1 Peter 1:4 — "...and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil, or fade. This
inheritance is kept in heaven for you."

The Concept:

In layman's terms, your "spiritual 401k" is recession-proof. Peter uses three specific words
to describe our future: it won't rot (perish), it won't be stained (spoil), and it won't lose its
luster (fade).

Layman’s Terms:

Everything on earth is "under construction" or "falling apart.” Your car rusts, your clothes
tear, and even your body ages. But the future God has for you is held in a "divine vault"
where no market crash or personal failure can touch it.

Reflective Question:
How much of your daily anxiety comes from trying to protect things that are naturally
designed to "perish, spoil, or fade"?



Section 3: Shielded by Power

Core Scripture:
1 Peter 1:5 — "...who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the coming of the
salvation..."

The Concept:
While our inheritance is being kept for us, God is also keeping us for the inheritance. The
word "shielded" is a military term. It means God has set up a garrison around your soul.

Everyday Application:

This doesn't mean you won't get hurt or face trouble. It means that the "Real You"—your
eternal soul—is under 24/7 divine protection. Nothing can get to you without first passing
through His permission.

Food for Thought:
If you truly believed you were "shielded by God’s power" today, what risk would you finally
be brave enough to take?

Section 4: The Logic of Trials

Core Scripture:
1 Peter 1:6-7 — "In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have
had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials."

The Concept:
Hope doesn'tignore pain; it contextualizes it. Peter acknowledges that trials cause "grief."
He doesn't tell us to pretend we aren't hurting. But he uses the phrase "for a little while."

Layman’s Terms:
Compared to the "forever" of our inheritance, our current struggle is like a 30-second
commercial in the middle of a 3-hour movie. It feels long while it’s on, but in the grand
scheme, it’s a blip.

Application:
When you are in a trial, remind yourself: "This is real, but it is temporary. My inheritance is
real, and it is eternal."



Section 5: The Refiner’s Fire

Core Scripture:
1 Peter 1:7 — "These [trials] have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of
greater worth than gold... may result in praise, glory and honor."

The Concept:

Gold is purified by heat. The fire doesn't destroy the gold; it destroys the "dross" (the junk
mixed in). Trials are the "heat" that burns away our fake dependencies until only real faith is
left.

Everyday Application:

Think of a "stress test" for a new piece of software. The goalisn't to break the program, but
to find the bugs so they can be fixed. Your current trial is identifying where your faith was
just "wishful thinking."

Reflective Question:
What "dross" (pride, self-reliance, bitterness) is the current heat of your life bringing to the
surface?

Section 6: Seeing the Unseen

Core Scripture:
1 Peter 1:8 — "Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not
see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy."

The Concept:

Hope is the ability to see the "sun" even when it's midnight. We haven't seen the
resurrected Jesus with our physical eyes, but our "hope-eyes" see the evidence of His work
everywhere.

Layman’s Terms:

You don't see the wind, but you see the trees moving. You don't see the Wi-Fi signal, but you
see your phone working. We don't see the future yet, but we feel the "signal" of God's
presence today.

Food for Thought:
Joyisn't the absence of trouble; it’s the presence of a Promise. Can you find "inexpressible
joy" in the promise even while the problem is still visible?
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Section 7: The End Result

Core Scripture:
1 Peter 1:9 — "...for you are receiving the end result of your faith, the salvation of your souls.”

The Concept:

The "end result" is guaranteed. In the world, we work hard and hope we get a promotion. In
Christ, the "promotion" (salvation) is already signed and sealed; we are just working
through the internship period.

Everyday Application:

This changes how we treat people. If we know we’ve already "won," we don't have to fight
for credit, get revenge, or live in fear. We can be generous because our "pockets" are
eternally full.

Closing Action:

Identify one area of your life where you have been "wishful thinking" instead of "living
hoping." Replace your "l hope it works out" with "God has already worked it out; | just
haven't seen the ending yet.



